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Message Text 


INFO OCT-OI NEA-11 ISO-00 OES-07 ABF-OI FSE-00 /025 W 

I307I4 02I530Z/45 

R02I149ZMAY78 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1344 


UNCLAS NEW DELHI 6918 


PASS DOT JIM SLATER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TPHY OSCI TGEN IN 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SFCP 13 NEW PROJECTS 
FOR RESEARCH IN WATER RESOURCES, DAM DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION, EARTHQUAKE EEFECTS AND MATERIALS COMPOSITION 

REP: STATE 099299 


1 . DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR WILL RECALL THAT NONE OF THE 13 NEW 
RESEARCH PROPOSALS HAD BEEN PORMALLY APPROVED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OP INDIA. WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH GOI DEPARTMENT 
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (DST) ABOUT THEM, AND DST IS CHECKING 
ON THEIR PRECISE STATUS. WE WILL ADVISE DOI AS SOON AS 
WE RECEIVE FURTHER INPORMATION. 


2. SINCE THE PROPOSALS WERE FORMULATED IN 1974, SOME OF 
THEM MAY NEED TO BE REVISED IN LIGHT OP CHANGES IN 
PERSONNEL AND PRIORITIES AT INDIAN INSTITUTIONS. 
ACCORDINGLY, WE BELIEVE THAT A VISIT BY 
BUREC REPRESENTATIVES AS DESCRIBED IN REFTEL WILL BE 
USEFUL. HOWEVER, KEY OFFICIAL IN DST, DR. R.D. DESHPANDE, 
DIRECTOR INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION, WILL BE OUT 
OF NEW DELHI UNTIL MID-JUNE. WE SUGGEST THAT TEAM 
POSTPONE VISIT UNTIL APTER MID- JUNE. 

GOHEEN 
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